
 

 
The Vikings 

 

What follows are clippings from various sources about Vikings. 

 

Mandy Barrow reports this about the Vikings in England. “The Vikings first invaded Britain in AD 793 

and last invaded in 1066 when William the Conqueror became King of England after the Battle of 

Hastings. The first place the Vikings raided in Britain was the monastery at Lindisfarne, a small holy 

island located off the northeast coast of England. By 866 the Vikings had arrived in York. They made 

York (or Jorvik as they called it) the second biggest city in the country after London. No matter how 

many times the Vikings were beaten, they always came back, and in the end all their efforts paid off. 

It was the Vikings (Norsemen) of Normandy who finally conquered England in 1066 and changed 

British history forever.”  

 

A BBC History, compacted in what follows, describes how “We English” share some serious 

Scandinavian history. The Vikings, 800 to 1066 By Professor Edward James –Last updated 2011-03-

29 Edward James is Professor of Medieval History at University College Dublin.  

 

Raids by seaborne Scandinavian pirates on sites in Britain, especially largely undefended monastic 

sites, began at the end of the eighth century AD. By the end of the ninth century there were large-

scale settlements of Scandinavians in various parts of Britain, and they had achieved political 

domination over a significant territory. Early in the 11th century the king of Denmark became king of 

England as well. And in 1066 there were separate invasions by the king of Norway, Harald Hardrada, 

and duke of Normandy, William, the latter the descendant of Scandinavian settlers in northern 

France. 

 

 



 

Many monasteries in the north were destroyed, and with them any records of the raids. Yet the most 

significant development of the period was an indirect result of Scandinavian involvement in the affairs 

of Britain -the emergence of two kingdoms of newly unified territories, England and Scotland. We 

know no historical details of the raids in Scotland, although they must have been extensive. Iona was 

burnt in 802 AD, and 68 monks were killed in another raid in 806 AD. The remaining monks fled to 

Kells (County Meath, Ireland) with a gospel-book probably produced in Iona, but now known as the 

'Book of Kells'.  

 

The Viking raids in England were sporadic until the 840s AD, but in the 850s Viking armies began to 

winter in England, and in the 860s they began to assemble larger armies with the clear intent of 

conquest. In 865 AD they forced the East Angles to help supply an army, which in 866AD captured 

York and in 867AD took over the southern part of the kingdom of Northumbria.  

 

Later traditions saw Ragnar Hairy-Breeks and his son Ívarr the Boneless as the two main Viking 

leaders, responsible not only for killing Ælla, King of Northumbria in 867AD but also Edmund, King of 

the East Angles in 869AD, and for destroying Dumbarton, the fortress of the British kings of 

Strathclyde. The man we then see more clearly in the sources as the Viking leader, Hálfdan, was 

later believed to be Ívarr's brother. He led the Viking army to a conquest of Mercia in 874AD, 

organized a parcelling out of land among the Vikings in Northumbria in 876AD, and in 878AD moved 

south and forced most of the population of Wessex to submit. The Vikings had conquered almost the 

whole of England.  

 

 

 

The image on the next page shows the Viking Expansion from 790-1066 AD. 

 



 


